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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE DAKAR 8151 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PDIP, SG, US 

SUBJECT: EX GRATIA PAYMENT IN ACCIDENT VICTIM CASE 
REF: STATE 291606 

1 . SINCE SENEGALESE FOREIGN MINISTER MADE COMMITMENT 
ON THIS SUBJECT TO MY PREDICESSOR, I TOOK THE MATTER UP 
WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY DIRECTOR OF CABINET AMBASSADOR 
YOUSSOUPH SYLLA ON DECEMBER 9. WHEN HE HEARD BY DEMARCHE, 
AMBASSADOR SYLLA TOLD ME THAT REPEATED INSTRUCTIONS HAVE 
GONE TO THE SENEGALESE EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON. ALL OF THESE 
INSTRUCTIONS HAVE REQUESTED THAT RAPID ACTION BE TAKEN 
TO MAKE EX GRATIA PAYMENT TO THE SURVIVING PARENTS OF 
BLAKE O. BERGER. AMBASSADOR SYLLA WAS VERY SURPRISED 
TO HEAR THAT NOTHING HAS BEEN DONE. HE EXPRESSED ANNOYANCE 
AT AMBASSADOR COULBARY PERSONALLY AND ASSURED ME THAT 
ACTION WILL BE TAKEN IMMEDIATELY. 

2. 1 WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT KEEPING ME INFORMED 
ABOUT THIS CASE. IF THERE IS NO PROGRESS IN NEAR FURTURE. 

I WILL NOT HESITATE TO RAISE THE SUBJECT AGAIN. 
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